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Tonight, we invite you to immerse yourself fully in the present moment. It can
be easy to get caught up in the day-to-day or lost in distractions and rush

through life without truly experiencing it. Instead, we ask that you stay with us
for a while and notice what comes up, even if it’s challenging.

All of the musical selections we present show, in one way or another, that it is
indeed possible to catch glimpses of heaven here on earth, if we wake up to the

beauty that exists all around us.

Note from the composer, Moira Smiley: As a fifteen year old steeped in the
beautiful, often harsh texts of Shape Note singing and all the big questions beginning

to happen in me, I wrote out these verses in response to thinking about Charles
Wesley’s verse “And am I born to die, to lay this body down? And must my trembling

spirit fly into a world unknown?” Four years later, I found them in an old diary, and
wrote this fuguing tune to them in the house of the Lewis family in Bethesda, MD. In

the tradition of Shape Note compositions, I name this piece to honor that place
where the music has taken shape.

Spirit, Moving Over Chaos ............................David Ashley White (b. 1944)
 

Eugene................................................................................Sufjan Stevens (b. 1975)
arr. Sasha Niechoda

 
Lewis........................................................................................Moira Smiley (b. 1976)



Life Has Loveliness to Sell............................Mary Lynn Lightfoot (b. 1952)
text by Sara Teasdale (1884-1933)

Alma Redemptoris Mater........Chiara Margarita Cozzolani (1602-1678)
ed. Meredith Bowen

Loving Mother of the Redeemer,
Who remains accessible

Gateway of Heaven and star of the Sea,
Give aid to a falling people

That strives to rise:
O Thou who begot thy holy Creator,

While all Nature marveled,
Virgin before and after

Receiving that “Ave” from the mouth of Gabriel,
Have mercy on sinners.

 Pony-fish, croaker-fish,
 My dear is very beautiful,

 But her laugh is loud (and not graceful)
 If you (little one) want to be wise

 Come learn (study hard), don’t be lazy
 The sea is calm, the boat floats towards the bluff

 The heart recalls, the mouth smiles,
 Kindness is always encouraged

Concerto grosso in F major, Op. 6 No. 2.Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713)
     I. Vivace-Allegro-Adagio
     II. Allegro
     III. Grave-Largo
     IV. Allegro

Ikan Kekek..........................................................................................Malay folk song
arr. Tracy Wong

Sing Gently..........................................................................Eric Whitacre (b. 1970)



Heaven is here unfolding,
Where starlight and wonder mingle,

Where sky and earth collide,
In the vast expanses of the universe,

And in the smallest interstitial spaces of cell and atom.
In quiet moments, in soaring songs of light,

In unexpected beauty, in a smile,
In laughter and in love, in harmony (and hope),

In the depths of solitude
As in the joy of fellowship;

In the burnished golden light of autumn,
In Death, and in sweet partings; 

Just as in the quickening fire of newfound love, 
Is Heaven here unfolding.

Drink deeply!
For widely flows the fountain, 

And deep is Heaven, here on earth.

Heaven Unfolding.......................................................Andrea Ramsey (b. 1977)
text by: Charles Anthony Silverstri (b. 1965)

I Will Charge Thee Nothing but the Promise...........Eric Berken (b.1962)

Concerto No. 1 in E major
Op. 8, RV 269, "Spring" (La primavera).......Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741)
     I. Allegro
     II. Largo e pianissimo sempre 
     III. Allegro pastorale

Vichten..........................................................................Arthur & Angèle Arsenault
arr. Hart Rouge

The Miller, The Boy, and The Donkey..Dmitri Kabalevsky (1904-1987)
arr. V. Loktev

Written in the style of an Acadian folk song, the words of Vichten are made up
entirely of nonsense syllables, similar to Scottish "mouth music" where the voices

are intended to mimic instruments.



Come, good shepherds, run, come and see, 
come and enjoy the pleasant breezes

and that sweet joy cheerily brought to us by the fair rising dawn.
Look at the fields full of perfumed flowers,

that at dawn’s fair appearance laugh in celebration.

Sunshine and Cloudless Sky...........................Linda Tutas Haugen (b. 1954)
from Anne Frank: A Living Voice   Text from: The Diary of Anne Frank                

The Rose...............................................................................Ola Gjeilo (1904-1987)
text by: Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)

Su su, su pastorelli vezzosi, SV 166.....Claudio Monteverdi (1567-1643)

Two Choruses from Stabat Mater......Alessandro Scarlatti (1660-1725)
I. Stabat mater dolorosa                                                        ed. David Rayl 

II. Quando corpus morietur                

The text, the Stabat Mater sequence, is a 13th-century Christian hymn meditating
on the suffering of Mary, mother of Jesus Christ. Many different composers have
set this text to music over the centuries, and Alessandro Scarlatti’s version stands

out for its musical richness and chromatic freedom.
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Major support for The Girl Choir of South Florida provided by The Broward County Cultural
Division, the Cultural Council, and the Broward County Board of County Commissioners.

Sponsored in part by The State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Arts and
Culture and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture.

This program is supported by Funding Arts Broward, supporting innovative local visual and
performing arts in Broward County.

Our program is made possible by generous contributions from the
following supporters. Your gifts allow us to fulfill our mission of

transforming girls' lives through musical excellence.

Legacy ~ Rosemary Duffy Larson Estate

Special thanks to Commercial Printers, Inc.

Thank you to our rehearsal assistants, choir moms, uniform fitters, photographers,
chaperones, and more!

We are profoundly grateful for your time and talents.



 To showcase the generosity of our beautiful community, we are now
offering a way to be a part of GCSF every day!  We warmly invite you

to sponsor a part of our home and be forever recognized with a
tasteful plaque to be seen by all who pass through our doors.

Additionally, GCSF is working with local artists to design a dynamic
art installation evocative of music and motion for our new space. Over

time, donor names will be added to the piece in the form of music
notes to create an ever changing expression of gratitude.

Art Installation
$125-$500

Wardrobe
$750

Theory Room Piano
$1,000

Rehearsal Room Piano
$1,000

Director of Production's Desk
$1,500

Artistic Director's Desk
$1,500

Music Library
$2,000

Office Suite
$2,500

Music Theory Room
$3,000

The Girl Choir of South Florida would not be the
remarkable organization that it is today without the
limitless love and support of our friends & family.

Your tax-deductible donation may also be made in honor or memory
of a loved one, or anonymously.

In addition to custom signage displayed in the sponsored space,
donors will be acknowledged in our future performance programs.



It's both a physical & logistical problem for South Florida's
homeless to travel to a location where they can receive help.
Being unable to meet their basic needs leads to a decline in

physical, mental, & spiritual health; creating a near insurmountable
barrier to recovery.

Where trauma happens is where the response needs to be! Just as
we go to where victims of a natural disaster are located to render

aid, we must similarly respond to the homeless in need.
The Holy Grill of St. Nicholas brings nourishment & fellowship

directly to those in need where they are. Providing a ray of light
and hope in an otherwise harrowing life experience.

Th
e H

oly Grill of St. Nicholas

St. Nicholas Episcopal Church

Feeding bodies & souls

1111 E. Sample Rd., Pompano Beach, FL 33064

Text-to-give
(646) 832-4848
use code: snec


